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presents  
 

music that grips the senses 

C LA SSIC  M EETS C UBA  
 

KLAZZ BROTHERS & CUBA PERCUSSION 
LIVE IN SINGAPORE - 12 SEPT 2005 - ESPLANA DE THEATRE 

 
 

Ha v a n a , a c ultura l melting pot: Three music ians from the Dresden Philha rmonic , on the ir first 

tour of Cuba, mee t two Cuban c olleagues by pure c hanc e. The three Germans were known as 

the Klazz Brothe rs while the two Cubans were the Cuba Perc ussion. The ir styles got ac qua inted 

imm ed ia tely a fter a spontane ous session amazed the five of how w ell the ir d iverse music a l styles 

c omplemen ted eac h othe r. The y have sinc e bec ome a worldwide phen omen on with the release 

of two award-winn ing a lbums Classic Mee ts Cuba & Jazz Mee ts Cuba on Sony Classic a l & 

rec eived a nomina tion in this year’ s Gramm y Awards for Best Classic a l Crossover Album. In 2005, 

the group , acc ompanied by the Münc hne r Rundfunkorc he ster, released Symphonic Sa lsa , a 

b rea thtaking a lbum whic h b roaden s the d ia logue between Classic and Cuban music in a 

symphonic d imen sion. The ir b road app ea l to ma instream aud ien c es is testified by the ir music being 

fea tured in the soundtrac k of Hollywoo d b loc kbusters, Colla tera l, sta rring Tom Cruise and Hitc h, 

sta rring Will Smith.  

 
Bac k in Singap ore by p opular dema nd ! Groove the ni ght away to the Cuba n-Salsa b eat of KLAZZ 

BROTHERS & CUBA PERCUSSION as they mak e the cl assica l- jazz audience swin g a nd sa lsa 

audience da nce.  

 

12 SEPT 2005, 8PM , ESPLANADE THEATRE 

Tic kets: $38 $58 $78 $98 $118 from SISTIC sta rting 25 July 05 (p ric es exc lude $2 SISTIC fee )  

Hotline : 6348 5555 www .sistic .c om.sg 

 

Informa tion and M edia Enquiries 
 
Please Contac t: 
 
Lim Chiah Luen g 
Even t Organiser – La Guita rra  
Tel: 6454 2933 / Mob ile: 9623 7990  
Email: ChiahLuen g@laguita rra .c om.sg 
www.l ag uitarra .co m.sg  



KLAZZ BROTHERS & CUBA PERCUSSION 
 

3 outstanding musicians from Germany  
TOBIAS FORSTER . KILIAN FORSTER . TIM HAHN 

 
2 breathtaking percussionists from Cuba  
ALEXIS HERRERA . ESTEVEZ ELIO RODRIGUEZ LUIS 

 
 
THE FASCINATION OF OPPOSITES (CLASSICAL - JAZZ - SALSA – CUBAN) 
 
Part I: The Klazz Brothe rs fea turing Cuba Perc ussion get Mozart & Co. swinging with famous c lassic a l 
melod ies c ombine d with hot Cuban rhythms. The spontane ous improvisa tions and hot d rum solos 
by the se music ians a re the purest rejuven a tion of works by Mozart, Brahms, Bee thoven , Sc hubert or 
Bac h.  
 
Part II: Timeless Jazz c lassic s by Duke Ellington, George Gershwin, Miles Davis, Charlie Parker a re 
c harged up with hot La tin rhythms and earthy d rum solos as the se standards a re rejuven a ted with 
b rea thtaking ene rgy.  
 
What you a re he aring is not a c omm erc ia l c onglomera tion of d ifferen t styles tha t was c rea ted but 
a spontane ous interac tion of highly g ifted music ians from d ifferen t c ultura l en vironmen ts 
c omplemen ting eac h othe r in a mysterious and fantastic way. 

 
 

Conc ert app earanc es (exc erp t) 
 
Munic h Prinzregen the a ter, Dresden Semperoper, Leipzig Gewandhaus,  
Bonn Bee thovenh a lle, Bremen Gloc ke, Berlin Komisc he Oper, Nuremberg Oper 
Halle Oper, MDR Musiksomm er, Nordhe ssen Kultursomm er, Rhe ingau Music Festiva l 
Sc hleswig Holstein Music Festiva l 
 
 
Television performanc es 
 
ARD, ZDF, BR, MDR, Deutsc he Welle, BR Alpha  
 
 
Awards 
 
+ FIRST PLACE Amazon Classic Charts 
+ 2003 ECHO KLASSIK AWARD in the Classic s Without Borders c a tegory 
+ 2003 JAZZ AWARD for the CD Jazz Mee ts Cuba 
+ 2005 GRAMM Y AWARD NOMINATION for Best Classic a l Crossover Album 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



KLAZZ BROTHERS CLASSICAL JAZZ   
 
Classic a l music goes jazz. This by no means involves the Klazz Brothe rs putt ing revered old c lassic a l 
masters in a jazzy sort of stra itjac ket. The ir music ’ swings’ w ithout den ying its c lassic a l roo ts. It is no 
c oinc iden c e tha t a ll three music ians have an e xc ellen t c lassic a l tra ining beh ind the m.  
 
For Kilian Forster and Tobias Forster, it was the e arly en c ounter with Leonard Bernstein, who o ften 
invited the b rothe rs to work with h im, tha t turne d out to be a c ruc ia l experien c e. Today Kilian is solo 
bassist with the Dresden Philha rmonic . The c lassic a l soloist, jazz music ian, c omposer and c onduc tor 
has long stopp ed d istinguish the boundaries between serious and easy-listen ing music .  
 
As a c onc ert p ianist, Tobias Forster not only devotes himself to p laying music from Bac h to 
Prokofiev, but partic ula rly impresses with h is jazz improvisa tions and his own c ompositions. Well-
known jazz music ians suc h as Betty Carter, David Baker and Roby Laka tos have c ome to 
app rec ia te h im as an innova tive and versa tile jazz p ianist. In add ition to his work as a c omposer, 
Tob ias Forster is p rinc ipa l a rranger of the p roduc tion Classic mee ts Cuba. 
 
Tim Hahn has been c omm uting between Europe and Americ a sinc e h is studen t days, partic ipa ting 
in numerous master c lasses. Conc ert tours with va rious en sembles too k him a ll over Europe, to 
Canada, China a nd the USA. The d rumm er is in grea t demand, with one invita tion for stud io 
p roduc tions, c onc ert tours and television app earanc es, a fter anothe r and en gagemen ts by a rtists  
like José Carreras and Andrea Boc elli. 
 

CUBA PERCUSSION SALSA SON 
 
Cuban music , with its grea t va riety of rhythm and melody, its impulsive virtuosity and its folkloristic 
roo ts, has had a huge influen c e on danc e, rhythm and the developmen t of music a l styles in the 
whole world . The unique phen omen on of Cuban music app ears to be based on a simp le sec ret: It 
d raws its power and vita lity from the c ontagious love of life of the Cubans the mselves. And vic e 
versa ! Any doub ts tha t may exist will d isapp ear on being c arried away by the rhythms of the two 
Cuban perc ussionists Alexis Herrera Estevez and Elio Rodriguez Luis. 

 
The timba les p layer Alexis Herrer a Esteve z gave c onc erts with a ll sorts of jazz and sa lsa bands, 
inc lud ing a lso with the legen dary guita rist of the Buen a Vista Soc ia l Club , Compay Segundo. Today 
he is a member of the Havana Ensemble, c onsidered as one of the best and innova tive La tin jazz  
en sembles in Cuba. 
 
The c onga p layer Elio Rodriguez Luis, a lso member of the Havana Ensemble, has demonstra ted his 
spec tac ula r fee ling for rhythm in the c ourse of numerous tours and c onc erts in Europe and 
Americ a , togethe r with music ians suc h as Arturo Sandova l and the ‘King of the Timba les’ , Tito 
Puen te. 
 

Disc ography 
 

    

 
 
NEW RELEASE ! 
SYM PHO N IC  SA LSA  
OUT NOW 



PRESS COMM ENTARY 
 

Masterful - Gifted en terta ine rs Heroes of 2004 - Jazz c lassic s light up like fireworks - Music tha t grips 

the sen ses - Pure en joymen t from the first note - An absolute h igh point - Anothe r b rilliant 

a rrangemen t from the Klazz Brothe rs - New syne rg istic bombshe ll c ombining the spontane ity of jazz 

with the ric hne ss of c lassic - Klazz is add ic tive - The guests were c ap tured by the c harm of the five, 

danc ing a long to the ‘Sa lsa Hymn' - The e terna l freshne ss of the e xotic : son, samba, and sa lsa 

rhythms c ulmina ted in an org iastic storm of d rumm ing tha t made the aud ien c e go wild - Varied 

fireworks of perc ussion and melody, a rush of unimaginab le sound reg isters and c olours - What the 

perc ussion duo p roduc ed ...a t b rea thtaking tempos and c razy rhythmic c lashe s…brought out 

fee lings somewhe re between h ighe st admira tion and en vy - Art of the Fugue, swinging Bac h - the 

old Baroque master would c erta inly have en joyed it - Parody, grea t music , c omedy and masterful 

interp reta tion a ll in one :first c lass! - Bac h, Bee thoven and Sc humann would have truly en joyed the 

‘ jazzific a tion' of the ir works - A c ap tiva ting listen ing experien c e of an inc red ib le frequen c y range 

 

Sourc es: 

Sudd eutsc he Zeitung - Hannoversc he Allgemeine Zeitung - Aben dzeitung – Jazzzeitung - 

Säc hsisc he Zeitung - Stuttgarter Zeitung - Burghausene r Nac hric hten – Leipziger Volkszeitung - 

Passauer Neue Presse - Dresdne r Neueste Nac hric hten - Amazon Redaktion - Deutsc he Welle 
 

 
 
 
 


